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clay-brained earth-pig left the two she - childrer
alone for a space while he slept. Discovering eacl
other to be the creature of another part, thej
battled together and tore from one another the
signs of recognition. When the untrustworthy
gnome recovered from his stupor he saw whal
he had done, but being terror-driven he took uj
one of the she-children at a venture and returned
with a pliant tale. It was not until a few moons
ago that while in a close extremity he confessed
his crime. Meanwhile Shen Yi had made his
peace with those Above and the order being re-
voked the she-children had been exchanged again,
Thus the matter rests."

"Which, then, of the twain is she inherent of
your house and which Melodious Vision?" de-
manded Chang Tao in some concern. " The matter
can assuredly not rest thus."

" That," replied Pe-lung affably, " it will be your
engaging task to unravel, and to this end will be
your opportunity of closely watching Fuh-sang's
unsuspecting movements in my absence through
the night."

"Yet how should I, to whom the way of either
maiden is as yet no more than the title-page ol
a maay-volumed book, succeed where the father
native to one has failed?"

"Because in your case the incentive will be
deeper. Destined, as you doubtless are, to espouse
Melodious Vision, the Forces connected with
marriage and its Bites will certainly endeavour
to inspire you. This person admittedly has no
desire to nurture one who should prove to be of
merely human seed, but your objection to pro-
legating a race of dragonets turns on a keener
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